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HONORING THE CENTRAL HEIGHTS 

BLUE DEVILS, 2017 CLASS 3–A 
TEXAS STATE BASEBALL CHAM-
PIONS 

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is truly a 
great honor to recognize the Central Heights 
Blue Devils baseball team, which completed a 
stellar season culminating with the capture of 
the 2017 Class 3–A State Baseball Champion-
ship title. 

This exceptionally talented team from just 
north of Nacogdoches rolled to victory with a 
10–0 shutout against an aggressive challenge 
from the Wall High School Hawks of San An-
gelo, Texas. 

With the support of coaches, teachers, ad-
ministrators and their entire community, these 
young men bear witness that anything is 
achievable through hard work and determina-
tion. These are guiding principles that lead to 
success not only on the field, but will undoubt-
edly resonate through every endeavor these 
valiant championship players undertake in 
their lifetimes. 

Among the individual team members to be 
congratulated are: Matthew Taylor, Cade 
McCarty, Clayton Ray, Sam Nortch, Wyatt 
Allen, Ryan McClellan, Cade Watson, Will 
Haley, Braden Thomas, Dillon Burris, Cole 
Reneau, Tyler Burris, Michael Badders, Devin 
Yates, Grayson Rodriguez, J’Kolvin Wallace, 
Rowan Arrant, and Jacob Miller. 

Their sportsmanship, humility, determina-
tion, hard work, and skill are to be com-
mended, admired, and emulated. 

The talented Blue Devils team was led to 
victory by an outstanding coaching and admin-
istrative staff, including: Travis Jackson, Head 
Coach; Brett Thornell, Collin Wallace, & Na-
than Williams, Assistant Coaches; Temple 
Rodriguez, Statistician; Kevin Herron, Athletic 
Director; David Russell, Principal; and Bryan 
Lee, Superintendent. 

Accolades must also be given to the play-
ers’ families and the entire community of sup-
porters who reside in Nacogdoches County, 
who embraced the fighting spirit which was 
evident in every team member throughout the 
season. Without these devoted fans’ support 
and encouragement, the Blue Devils’ road to 
the championship would have undoubtedly 
been much more arduous. 

It is with great pride that I join the constitu-
ents of the First District of Texas in congratu-
lating the players and athletic staff of the 2017 
Class 3–A Champion Central Heights Baseball 
Team. 

Their legacy will endure as long as there is 
a United States of America. 

f 

LUKAS KNIGHT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Lukas Knight 

for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Lukas Knight is a student at Warren Tech 
North and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Lukas 
Knight is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Lukas Knight for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 
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CELEBRATING THE FIRST ATH-
LETIC STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 
FOR MEYERSDALE AREA HIGH 
SCHOOL—A HISTORIC WIN FOR 
THE RED RAIDER BASEBALL 
TEAM 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the achievements of the Meyersdale 
Area High School Varsity Baseball team of 
Meyersdale, Pennsylvania. The Red Raiders 
baseball team brought home the long awaited 
PIAA Class A State Championship on Thurs-
day, June 15. This is a monumental moment 
for the school; it is the first state championship 
the school has won in any sport since its 
opening in the late 1940’s. In fact, this was the 
first PIAA crown earned by any team in the 
Somerset County school district. The Red 
Raiders defeated the Clarion Bobcats 2–0, fin-
ishing their season with a record of 21–6. 

Baseball is a team sport, Mr. Speaker, and 
this championship is a team championship. 
The Red Raiders were led to victory against 
the Bobcats by their five seniors and captains, 
Riley Christner, Zach Hotchkiss, Max Caton, 
Cody Welker, and David Swank, and head 
coach Wayne Miller. This headlining win gave 
Wayne Miller an overall record of 183–44 dur-
ing his ten years of coaching the Red Raiders. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to congratulate 
the players, coaches, and families of the 
Meyersdale Area High School Varsity Baseball 
team on their state championship. The pas-
sion, commitment, and teamwork shown by 
these young men will surely follow them in 
their future endeavors as well as inspire the 
Meyersdale community for years to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, June 
26, 2017, Tuesday, June 27, 2017, Wednes-

day, June 28, 2017, Thursday, June 29, 2017, 
and Friday, June 30, 2017, I was unable to 
vote on any legislative measures due to hav-
ing surgery on my foot. Had I been present, I 
would have voted the following: 

Roll No. 323, On passage of H.R. 2547— 
Veterans Expanded Trucking Opportunities 
Act, I would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 324, On passage of H.R. 2258— 
ADVANCE Act, I would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 325, On ordering the previous 
question providing for consideration of H.R. 
1215—the Protecting Access to Care Act of 
2017, I would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 326, On adoption of the rule pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 1215—the 
Protecting Access to Care Act of 2017, I 
would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 327, On approval of the journal, I 
would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 328, On passage of H. Res. 397— 
Solemnly reaffirming the commitment of the 
United States to the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization’s principle of collective defense as 
enumerated in Article 5 of the North Atlantic 
Treaty, I would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 329, On passage of H.R. 497— 
Santa Ana River Wash Plan Land Exchange 
Act, I would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 330, On passage of H.R. 220—To 
authorize the expansion of an existing hydro-
electric project, I would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 331, On ordering the previous 
question providing for consideration of H.R. 
3003—the No Sanctuary for Criminals Act, I 
would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 332, On adoption of the rule pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 3003—the No 
Sanctuary for Criminals Act, I would have 
voted yes; 

Roll No. 333, On approval of the journal, I 
would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 334, On agreeing to the amend-
ment of Mr. Hudson of North Carolina No. 4 
to H.R. 1215—the Protecting Access to Care 
Act of 2017, I would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 335, On agreeing to the amend-
ment of Mr. Barr of Kentucky No. 5 to H.R. 
1215—the Protecting Access to Care Act of 
2017, I would have voted no; 

Roll No. 336, On motion to recommit with 
instructions to H.R. 1215—the Protecting Ac-
cess to Care Act of 2017, I would have voted 
no; 

Roll No. 337, On passage of H.R. 1215— 
the Protecting Access to Care Act of 2017, I 
would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 338, On passage of H.R. 1500— 
the Robert Emmet Park Act, I would have 
voted yes; 

Roll No. 339, On ordering the previous 
question providing for consideration of H.R. 
3004—Kate’s Law, I would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 340, On adoption of the rule pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 3004—Kate’s 
Law, I would have voted yes; 

Roll No. 341, On motion to recommit with 
instructions to H.R. 3003—the No Sanctuary 
for Criminals Act, I would have voted no; 

Roll No. 342, On passage of H.R. 3003— 
the No Sanctuary for Criminals Act, I would 
have voted yes; 

Roll No. 343, On motion to recommit with 
instructions to H.R. 3004—Kate’s Law, I would 
have voted no; and 

Roll No. 344, On passage of H.R. 3004— 
Kate’s Law, I would have voted yes. 
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